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NEXT ISSUE: 


Cover to cover action as 
Jack Staff battles Kapitan 
Krieg. And loses. 


Recommended reading? At the moment I’m working my way 
through the Judge Dredd Case Files, which is a chronological col- 
lection of the Judge Dredd stories from 2000 AD (long running 
British weekly comic). Basically it’s the 2000 AD version of Mar- 
vels Essential books, and they’re great. Six page bursts of bril- 
liance from a time before the Thrill Suckers finally got Tharg. 


| wasn’t going to mention this, but following the recent death of 
Tom Frame, who was one of the original lettering droids on Dredd, 
I just thought I’d take the excuse to talk about lettering for a 
while. Yeah, | know, but let’s face it if you had anything better to do 
you probably wouldn’t be reading this anyway. 


See, lettering is the overlooked art of the comicbook world. In fact 
it’s probably the lost art of the comicbook world since it seems to 
be first aspect of comics to be totally taken over by computers. 
Who needs to hand letter a comic when you can get software to do 
it for you? Don’t get me wrong, I’m not having a go at computer 
lettering - it’s better than bad lettering! But there’s a lot more to 
lettering than a means of allowing the reader to read the words. 


There is so much more that you can do with lettering than most 
comics seem to try, which | think is a shame. At its best it should 
be more than just a functional way of allowing the reader to hear 
the words the characters are speaking. It can have just as much 
impact as the words and pictures. 


Comics are a visual way of telling a story, of communicating an 
idea. As such every element that appears on the page is important 
visually, and captions and word balloons are very important in the 
way they move your eye around the page, even before you read 
the words. To get back to Tom Frame, he had a really indivudual 
style of lettering and, as such, was responsible for defining the 
visual style of Judge Dredd as much as Brian Bolland or Mike Mc- 
Mahon were. Back when | did my one and only Dredd strip, | was 
so pleased when | saw the printed pages and saw that it had been 
lettered by Tom Frame. It made it look like a real Dredd story! 


Changing the subject, is it just me, or has anyone else noticed that 
the inside of the Tardis in Doctor Who now bears a striking resem- 
blance to the inside of the Teletubbies house? And has anyone 
else seen Sommerton Mill? It’s like Trumpton written by Samuel 
Beckett. Maybe I’m watching too many children’s programmes at 
six in the morning! 


The letters page and Beats Cards will return in issue 13! 
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